Avoiding Clichés  (Dr. Wade Tarzia)
Avoid common ways of writing, or clichés.  Clichés are tired, outworn expressions.  A typical cliché: 'Finding a good job is like looking for a needle in a haystack."  Some clichés are worse than others, and some of them can be useful (the haystack one isn't as bad as some others).  Also, in oral speech, clichés are not so embarrassing -- they are there in the air, then gone!  

However, in writing, words are 'immortalized', can be studied, remain on the printed page (or screen, or sign, or poster) to remind countless readers that the writer was a little lazy and did not try to write ideas in somewhat newer ways.  The printed word allows ideas to be preserved -- preserved and circulated until we can become tired of seeing the same phrases over and over again.  That is when clichés can damage the power of your writing.  

Some common clichés: blind as a bat, light as a feather, as loud as thunder, busy as a bee, playing with fire, white as a ghost. Many others exist. Such language may be used in some contexts, but in college writing we value freshness.

In business environments, specialized clichés exist, often in the form of repeated, stiff, “official” business phrases: “As per the referenced memo, please submit forthwith your department’s recommendations for the annual company picnic.”  Sometimes corporation make clichés when they create and circulate slogans.  At Pratt & Whitney, they had a “Make it Right!” slogan, to encourage factory workers to avoid mistakes.  We became tired of this and started making fun of the slogan: “Make it Wrong!”  The company had a logo slogan, words inscribed under an eagle, “Dependable Engines.”  Some irritated employees drew a turkey instead of an eagle, and some wrote, “Mendable Engines.”  The point is, tired phrases can make us bored or irritated, which is bad!  

(Activity: walk around campus, or your place of employment: write a list of clichés that you saw on signs, posters, or pamphlets, or heard spoken.  What effect did they have on you?  Which ones were the worst, and which were not so bad?  Why?)
Avoid Clichés Like the Plague! 

(identify the clichés here) 


I like a passing the time in a  lesson about clichés because using these tired phrases makes good ideas harder than finding a needle in a haystack.  It is as right as rain to teach clichés at this time  because, as they say, when it rains, it pours, and when it's pouring, it’s raining cats and dogs as far as I'm concerned.  Now that I think of it,  clichés often seem to be the heartbeat of America because they as common as  flies on shit!  People are so gullible that way --  you just have keep telling  them, "don't take any wooden nickels," meaning in this case, 'don't take any  fake language.'  


Heck, when you use clichés it's like starting out at the  bottom; far better, I think, to come out on top by using fresh language.  If  not, you're just beating around the bush, and not very well, because clichés  make you as blind as bat when it comes to new ways of saying your ideas. 


The real problem is  this: using a cliché brings you out of the frying pan and into the fire -- I  mean, your ideas go from bad to worse when you use clichés.  Your ideas are,  in a sense, as light as feather and can be blown apart by a breeze, making thoughts fall like a house of cards.  Am I  being crystal clear?  Hey, if a writer wants to start out at the bottom of  the ladder, it's his or her problem, but that's playing with fire.  But if  you get burned don't come crying to me looking as white as a sheet (or  ghost). 


Good ideas need good clothes, something to make them sell like hotcakes.  Just think of it -- this is your mind!  Your mind is as busy as a bee, so don't make it seem as slow as a snail.  I'd rather be as nutty as a  fruitcake than as ugly as sin, and that's how ugly a cliché can be.  Although  we should try to avoid clichés like the plague, sometimes we can't help using  them.  If that happens, don't worry, be happy -- we all make mistakes.   That's water under the bridge, so just get on with it.  But in general, let’s fight fire with fire, because it takes a thief to catch a thief: learn to avoid clichés by remembering these clichés.   

