A THESIS SHOULD BEGIN ALL ESSAYS   -- Here are three definitions of a thesis:

1 --The thesis is an attitude toward the topic, a claim that you want to argue. 

2 --A thesis is the central idea of your essay.  It is the statement that you will support or prove to be true.  Supporting the thesis is your goal.  Use logical argumentation, facts, and examples. 

3 --The thesis does not just name a topic.  The thesis asserts something about the topic.  

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

START THE PROJECT WITH A THESIS, OR END IT WITH A THESIS  You can (A) start with a thesis you think is right, then try to prove it, or (B) do research into your topic, then come to some conclusions that will help you form a thesis when you write about the topic.  Both ways can work. 

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

WHEN A THESIS TURNS BAD  However, if my research proves my thesis to be wrong or weak, then I have to adjust the thesis and change the course of my essay -- good scientists always admit when they have proved themselves wrong!  Science is just as happy either way, because either way you have added to human knowledge.  

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

THE QUESTION METHOD: A THESIS ANSWERS AN INTERESTING QUESTION  A good thesis usually is the answer to a what, why, or how question.  For analysis essays, the “why” question is best.  Here’s an example of a cause-effect thesis:

Question: “Why do the Martian students at NVCC socialize in the secluded corners of the 5th floor hallway?”  

I will try to answer that question as best as I can.  I choose the most interesting answer that seems to solve the question.  I will make a guess:

Answer: “The Martians socialize in secluded areas because their new culture has not been accepted at NVCC, and so they do not feel welcome in the busier areas of the campus.”

Now my job is to prove that thesis to be true; I can (1) look up Martian culture in the library, (2) interview the Martians, and (3) observe the NVCC public to see what their reactions to the Martians are (body language, contacts, opinions).  (4) If I cannot prove the thesis true, that’s OK; I will be ambitious and honest and try again.  Now that I have some ideas and information, my next thesis will be better. 

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

THE FORMULA METHOD   Another method to form a thesis goes like this:

(a) State your topic __________ (b) say what the topic does__________ (c) finish by explaining why the topic does something (analysis, cause & effect) __________, or what the effects are (classification, division, illustration), _____________ or how the topic does something (process analysis).  _______________. 

Example:

 A: State your topic Commercials B: Say what topic does  stereotype women C: Explain how/why: because the growing strength of women’s rights in the USA has made men feel less powerful; reducing women to sexual images in the mass media also reduces women to specific objects rather than powerful individuals.        (This was a cause-effect analysis)






















