Essay and Paragraph Modes

--Every piece of has a specific goal.  Each goal can be attained by a specific structure and technique.  Here are the major forms, which are called “modes” and sometimes “schemata.”  

-- Note that both paragraphs and essays use these modes.  

-- To develop a short essay, try to use more than one mode.  An analysis essay might start with a personal anecdote to catch reader interest (narrative).  It might then tell about the history of an event (also narrative).  Specific terms might have to be defined so the reader will know the vocabulary and meanings.  An object or place have to be described, a process explained.  And a paragraph essay might explain why something happened (cause/effect analysis).  The conclusion might try to persuade the reader that something must be done (persuasion).  

--Usually, the modes will emerge naturally as you need them.  But when you are stuck, refer to the two tables below.  

	Mode


	Task of this Mode
	Goal of this Mode
	Techniques in this Mode

	Description
	To represent a place, object, or emotion
	Make the thing being described come alive for the reader; make it vivid
	Vivid, specific descriptive language

   -- specific, appropriate word choice

   -- metaphor (comparison between two unlike things: the train passed by  like a thunder storm.”)  



	Narration
	To represent experience by telling a story
	Tell about an experience.  

 Tell what happened to you or somebody else.

Make the experience seem vivid (thus the aim of this mode overlaps with the aim of  description).  
	Use all the techniques of good story telling:

   -- Chronological order of events (exception:  when using flashbacks)

   -- A narrative ‘voice’ (a sense that the narrator has a personality)

   -- Believable dialogue between characters

   -- Humor, when appropriate

   -- vivid description



	Explanation
	Definition, classification, illustration, comparison/contrast, cause/effect, process analysis
	Make the topic understandable, usually by “breaking it down” or by answering  what, how, or (especially) why questions about the topic.  


	Logic, examples, facts, statistics, research sources, believable tone

	Argument
	Convince; defend your opinion
	Change someone’s mind; make them agree with you.  
	Logic, reasoning, facts, believable tone of voice, winning reader’s trust


Types of Analytical Writing (Explanation)

	Type of Analysis


	The Goal 
	Some Techniques for this Analysis
	Examples

	Definition
	Make a term or idea understandable by telling what it IS (and sometimes, by what it is NOT): 
	Definitions can be short (phrases in parentheses), or full sentences, or full paragraphs and essays.  

Tell us that X (the term) is a Y (a comparison)  that has Z (give a list of the features that distinguishes X from other ideas and terms).
	A disease is a condition that disables the human body.   However, the term disease does not usually include direct injury from trauma (sudden accident).  

	Classification
	Divide a topic into its sub-parts or types.  The types should be helpful to make your point clear.  
	Introduce the topic in the first sentence (or paragraph), then write about its subtopics in following sentences (or paragraphs).  
	Disease can be classified as bacterial, viral, degenerative (aging), and psychological.  

	Illustration (exemplification)
	Give examples to make concepts understandable. 
	-- First say what the concept is, then follow up with examples that explain how that concept exists in the real world. 

-- More than one example may be useful.

--Show different kinds of examples to give different viewpoints about the topic.  
	A degenerative disease is often caused by aging.  For example, our bones can be worn away by heavy use (both joints and teeth), and our muscles lose their tone over time.  

	Comparison & Contrast
	Talk about the similarities and/or differences of a topic.  Analyze at least two subtopics considered together.
	Transitional terms are useful to organize the discussion of two topics when comparing and contrasting: in contrast, similarly, however, on the hand/on the other hand, etc.

Focus on one subject at time

Or focus on the criterion of the subject
	Some diseases of the knee are caused by physical impacts that we can avoid, such as those from jogging; in contrast, other knee problems may not be avoided easily because they come from infections.  

	Cause & Effect
	Show the link between phenomena.  (how one thing effected another)
	This is good for explaining why something happened or to predict what might happen in the future.

Explain a cause, then its effect.  

Use transitions to show the connection of cause and effect, such as : therefore, because, consequently, as a result, etc.  
	--Smoking is the main cause of lung cancer.

--Improper dumping of wastes today will spoil the water supplies for our children’s generation.  

	Process Analysis
	Explain how something happened or how something works.  Or tell how to do something.
	-- A process happens through time.  Event A happens before Event B, etc.  

-- Process analysis divides an event into steps or phases.  Use appropriate transition words such as first, second, (etc.), then, next, finally, etc.  

-- Instructions (how to) are on form of process analysis.   


	When a large star exhausts its hydrogen fuel supply, the star may explode.  First, the lost energy allows gravitation to pull the star in upon itself.  Next, the shock wave of this compression tears the star apart in an unimaginable explosion.  

	Problem & Solution
	Describe a problem, then its solution
	-- State the problem first.  Define it.  Sometimes you can use a question to identify the problem

-- Pose one or more solutions.  
	The knee accrues damage over time from repetitive impacts, as from jogging.  Recreational athletes can avoid or slow down this damage by reducing the number of miles they run, skipping a day between runs, and buying high quality sneakers designed to absorb ground impacts.  


