“How Do I Expand My Essay?” Part 1: Using Modes [ see notes at end for revision ] 

(1) Prewriting -- One answer is to be sure that you do plenty of prewriting (brainstorming, clustering, and listing).  Generate lots of ideas on a large sheet of paper, even more than one sheet.  Then, organize that free-flow of ideas.  

(2) Background information and research reading -- The next most obvious answer is to ask, “What kinds of ideas does the audience need to understand the topic?”  In other words, what background information do they need to understand my essay?  That background might be facts/statistics, definitions of ideas, or a history of the topic.  Most of us have to do outside reading to learn this information before we can write about it.  

(3) Use the various tools of the essay -- The tools are the different writing methods (narration, description, definition, illustration, categorization, analysis, etc.).  You can add paragraphs that tell a story, give examples, define terms, analyze, and so on.  You do NOT have to include all these parts, but when you are stuck, consider the list below and expand you essay by devoting a paragraph or part of paragraph to one of these tools:  

Narrative (or Process writing)  To provide an example or set a scene, tell a brief chronological story that relates to it.  You might make up the story (OK, as long as it is essentially true) or tell about something that really happened.  You can also use chronological order to tell how something happened (the various steps that made up an event).  

Answer the question, “How did something happen?” List the step-by-step process of how something happened, or how it works.  Example: What events occurred during a riot at a sports event?  (First two fans of each team argued.  Then their friends became involved.  A child was hurt in the scuffle, so someone called the police.  The police cordoned the area, and finally the ambulance arrived).  Or tell the story of the event. 

Description (the five senses) -- Use the senses to make a scene or object come alive: sight, sound, smell, touch, taste.

Answer the question, “How does an object, place, or event seem?” Example: What is it like to attend a sports game? (noise of crowd, smell of hotdogs, colors of hats, waving of banners, feel of the hard seat under you).  

Definition (what is it?)  Tell us what it is, and how it differs from something else.  Examples and categories help too.

Answer the question, “What is a team sport?  Football is a team sport, but is bowling?”   Example: A team sport is an athletic activity with sides using more than one player, and a leader invents strategies to coordinate his/her team.  

Illustration (examples, supporting details) -- These can be parts of paragraphs or full paragraphs.  

Answer the question, “Can you give me examples of what you are talking about?  Can you give me an example with which I may be familiar from my own life?”  Example: Football is a team sport, but chess is not (it is not athletic), nor is bowling (has no coordinated effort), or singles tennis (uses individual players).  

Categorization (Divide the topic into subtopics; this is called division or classification)  

Answer the question, “What kinds or types of team sports exist?”  Example: Team sports can be divided as follows: teams actively coordinated by a leader (football, soccer); teams not closely organized but using some strategies (baseball, hockey); teams with fewer players and little strategizing (team tennis; relay race teams). 

Analysis (Explanation: answering a “why” question in a cause-effect analysis -- Why did something happen?  What were the results?)  To explain means to breakdown a topic to understand it, as mechanic takes an engine apart. 

Answer the question, “What social or psychological functions do team sports have for community or fans?” (team sports permit psychological outlets; team sports encourage people to gather to support the team, which helps build social groups in a period when suburban culture tends to isolate us from neighbors).  

Turn the page to see how these tools can be used....
EXAMPLE OF SHORT PARAGRAPH THAT NEEDS EXPANSION


When I went to Ireland I was amazed at how much help these strangers would give to me.  I was invited to eat in their houses and sleep in their barns (I was traveling via bike and camping gear).  I was wondering what made them so helpful because I wasn’t used to that where I come from in the USA.  Maybe it had something to do with their history.  The Irish were invaded by the English several times, which may have made them pull together.  [5 sentences, 85 words]

This is a good start to a paragraph, but it is not ready to be shown to anyone.  It can be expanded in detail and made more fun to read in different ways.  After more brainstorming, use of various writing tools, and some outside reading, the writer has revised as follows.  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


“Good morning,” said the stranger, who introduced himself as John Reilly.  I had just crawled from my tent to stretch my bones when I saw Mr. Reilly and his two sons standing in a row in the cloudy Irish morning with the dew on the grass wetting their shoes and pants.  Mr. Reilly’s boys gripped his hands -- they were about 7 or 8 years old, and they were gawking at my shiny 10-speed bike.  “My wife wants to feed you breakfast.  Go on now up to the white cement house, up the lane there, and just walk into the kitchen.” [ The essay began with a short narrative, or ‘anecdote’.  Note also that the narrative used some descriptive techniques to make the scene seem real ]  This was my first introduction to one of the surprising (to an American) traits of Irish country culture -- the hospitality shown to a stranger.  [ The essay then narrowed down to state what the topic is generally about ]  After my trip I learned that helping each other is common in Irish rural society: “Today only some farmers have water mains, but their neighbors enter their byres [barns] freely to fill buckets for cooking and washing. ... And small gifts of fruit circulate among them.  These gifts bind people together” (Glassie, 528).  [ The writer expanded by doing some research and using a direct quotation, properly cited to avoid plagiarism ]  These traits made me look again at my own world.  In America we lock our doors, avert our eyes, and watch stranded motorists as we pass them at 70 mph, saying, “The State cops will help them out.”  [ The writer used a hypothetical (made-up) example ] What is so different about the Irish?  Perhaps the difference lies in history; not only have they endured a long oppression by English colonizers, but the Irish have also long been accustomed to hardship.  Therefore, they are used to helping and being helped, especially during harvest time, when they would send their children to help the next-door farmer, or come themselves (Glassie, 345).  In exchange, the helped farmer then owed the helper a favor, and so it went.  [ The sentences above used analysis, which tries to break down the topic into its parts; here the analysis was a causes and effect analysis. ]  Irish culture then is strongly “reciprocal”; that is, they provide favors and do not hesitate to ask for them in turn.  [ The previous sentence is a definition ]  I am reminded also of how the !Kung people of the Kalahari desert behave: they have a strong sense of sharing food in their harsh desert environment (Lee, 24).  Perhaps in a world where you provide aid to friend and stranger, you will also find help.  [ The writer made comparison with another society ]  Perhaps reciprocity is the basic glue of all societies?  [ The writer closes with the thesis statement for the more complete essay that now carries on from this introduction ] [371 words, 23 sentences]
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I NEED A SECTION ON USING RESEARCH TO EXPAND AN ESSAY: FOR LIBRARY WORK, A SUMMARY MIGHT BE USEFUL (50-100 WORDS). FOR PERSONAL RESEARCH, SEE THE BELOW:

From: Tarzia, Wade

Sent: Thursday, March 11, 2004 1:27 PM

To: ANTHRO-L@LISTSERV.BUFFALO.EDU

Subject: RE: [ANTHRO-L] Student anthro research

>A semester is may be fifteen weeks long, over seventeen 

>calendar weeks. The

>difference in what they know and what they can do is 

>significant over that

>time, but students know little about anthropology initially. 

>So it may be

>unrealistic to expect them to be able to make connections between

>observations when it is a skill that takes some time to develop.

--- I know at heart that Rita is correct, but I want to try any way ;-)  or rather, to come as close as I can get to the goal.  

Today I taught it another way: with a formula.  I had just finished last time a lesson on using essay modes (narrative, description, definition, illustration, analysis) to expand essays.  Today I added the formula for presenting personal research:  

(a) devote a clear paragraph on methods and context (did you do personal research? what? where? how many people/features? what questions did you ask, what features did you set out to observe, what new ones did you devise once there...); (b) then a solid, organized paragraph or two or three on results (who said what; what was present; how many of what did you find....); I also encouraged them to use a table if their data could be presented in that way; I send them off with blank tables with boxes and columns as a way to order observations, then (c) a paragraph discussing results.  

Formulas, yes, have stultifying possibilities, but I've found that sometimes you can get nowhere without them.  Also, they will tend to modify your formulas -- there are few perfect parrots, and when they appear, they tend to have needed that structure to get a start. 

And sometimes all this falls apart.  One student observed the homeless in his home town.  Then he wrote a draft that used a fictional voice to talk about them as a microculture: "I am a homeless man, and this is how I live."  He did it so well that I was loathe to make him scrap it and adopt a strict analytic mode and voice.  Instead, I tried to show him that both modes could work together: keep the fictional narrative, but add a "footnote" that his data was presented in table 1 at the end of the essay (thus cleverly combining two contentious issues in ethnography ;-) ).  There he can list the number of observations and what he saw.  Not the best of both worlds, but it'll do given the context and the creative approach the student used, and my lack of spine to teach pure science ;-). --Wade






















