Editing Codes: Find the codes I wrote in your essay; match them with these codes; revise.          (Dr. Wade Tarzia, Sept.  2006)

Essay Theme and Organization

ORG   Organization/sequence of paragraphs in essay is not clear. Use TRN between paras, or move paras to better place.  

SA   Same advice on last draft. Ignored my comments. Why? 

THS   Thesis statement is missing or needs revision. Say something new and interesting about your topic; suggest what you intend to prove.  Answer a great why/what/how/question.

TOPIC  (1) Essay seems off-topic; (2) Aim topic at a “public,” educated readership  (consider what the audience needs).

TRN   Transition (flow) needed between ideas (paragraphs or sentences). Try a phrase (However,  For example, In contrast, etc.) or an entire sentence. Introduce or explain quotations by leading into them with your own words. Vary TRN phrases.

Logic, Research, & Special Informational Needs

CITE   State where you found the information. Use citations and references in MLA format: (Smith 37) (Jones, on-line).

DEF   Define special terms or ideas. Example: “Ethnic tension is caused by our rejection of cultural relativism (the idea that cultures are not ‘good’ or ‘bad,’ but simply different).”

EV/EX   EV = better evidence needed to support the idea. (1) Find facts in books and articles. (2) EX = Use an example. 

LGC   Idea is not logical.  Common problems:  (1) Stereotyped or over-simplified ideas: “All businessmen smoke cigars” [no, only some do]; “The cause of crime is poverty” [why do some rich people commit crimes?]; (2) No evidence: “Unemployment causes crime.” [Prove it!];  (3) sweeping statements; (4) Weak assumptions;  (5) Emotional tone.

OBV   Idea is obvious. Do not say what we know already. Example: “Pollution is terrible and must be stopped.” We know that. Say something new and specific – educate the reader.  + Do not summarize information we already know.

VAGUE   Vague ideas.  Be specific. Improve EV/EX/WC.

Paragraph Issues

DEV   The paragraph needs development or is vague. Add definitions, examples, facts. Aim for 5 to 10 sentences. 

LNK   Link sentences in a paragraph. Make sentences flow better in sequence.  Use TRN, or coordination/subordination. 

TS   Topic sentence of paragraph is missing or needs improvement. Be specific about what you intend to prove; i.e., do not begin the paragraph with a detail; instead, introduce it. 

UNITY   The paragraph does not develop one theme. It may change topics (TC).  Or its sentences may seem disconnected (no flow or TRN). Decide what the paragraph is about.  Then focus the paragraph on one main idea. Use a TS, and then use supporting details to prove/support the TS.

Sentence Problems & Sentence Style
AWK / MC   Awkward; seems ‘twisted’.  (1) Read aloud to detect “odd” writing: where you stumble. a problem exists;  (2) Use fewer words to say same idea. (3) Revise word-choice WC/TN. (4) Fix “dangling/misplaced modifiers.”  (5) MC =Fix “mixed constructions” (two halves of sent. seem mismatched (Hacker, section  S5).  (6) Just rewrite sentence.

REP   (1) The idea has been repeated in essay. Use an idea once, then start a new idea.  (2) Repeated words/phrases = boring. 

RO   Run-on sentence or comma-splice =  Run-on: Use comma and conjunction to divide independent clauses: “We use gestures for communication they are essential for the deaf” should be “We use gestures for communication, but they are essential for the deaf.”      Comma splice: a comma wrongly used to join a compound sentence; use period, or comma & conjunction: “I waited in the rain, somebody said I had missed the bus.” should be “I waited in the rain, and somebody said I had missed the bus.”

CLICHÉ   Avoid tired, familiar phrases (boring!): ex: blind as a bat, light as a feather, as loud as thunder, busy as a bee, playing with fire, white as a ghost, and others. Use fresh ideas. 

FRG   Sentence fragment. Write complete sentences. “Standing in the rain.” should be, “I was standing in the rain.” Join frags. 
SC   Self-conscious writing is boring and wordy. Avoid phrases like “In my opinion…” “This essay is about…”  “I read an article that said...” Cite information right from source. 

TN   Tone.  (1) Writing sounds informal. (mom = mother, kids = children). Slangy. Sentences sound  “conversational.” (2) Tone of writing works against you; emotional, uncontrolled.
VAR  The sentences lack variety (sound monotonous or choppy). “Then I stepped on the gas pedal. The car accelerated to 85 mph. A car in front of me suddenly cut in. I crashed into him.”  Vary the style and length of sentences to avoid a boring rhythm. “As I accelerated to 85 mph, a car suddenly swerved in to my lane. I was thrown into my steering wheel. Tires screamed, and the world seemed to spin around.” 

WORDY   Unnecessary words. Write same idea in fewer words. (1) Cut unimportant words: “As a matter of fact” = in fact. (2) Change phrase to a word: “At the present time” = now. (3) Avoid redundancies (REP): “Cooperate together” = cooperate. “I was angry and furious” = I was angry.  

Word choice, Grammar, & Punctuation
AGR   The nouns/verbs do not agree in number.  Pronouns must agree with their nouns: “The doctors finished her rounds” should be “The doctors finished their rounds.”  Verb number must match noun: “She speak” should be “She speaks”. 
Commas = CDC  Use comma after dependent clause: “When I came home, the police were waiting for me.”  CIP Use comma after an introductory phrase: “While sitting impatiently, I saw that the bus was stuck in traffic.”

P   Check punctuation.  (1) see CIP & CDC, (2) improper semicolon use ( ; ), (3) quotation marks (“....”) around direct quotations & dialog, (4) dashes vs. hyphens, (5) punctuation around appositives, (6) apostrophes for possessives! ....etc.

PRO   Pronoun antecedent/reference. (1) Pronouns must refer to a previous specific noun. “When Napenda  put the glass on the table, it broke.” Did table or glass break?  Should be, “When Napenda put the glass on the table, the glass broke.” (2) Never use “this” alone.  “This [rule] is important.” 

SP   or   CIRCLE  around word: Wrong spelling. Use dictionary. 

VB   (1) Check verb tense: in essays, write in the present tense unless you are discussing events from the past. Do not switch tense without reason. (2) Check for a missing adverb ending: add -ly:  “She ran quick” should be “She ran quickly.”  

WC   Word choice: (A) wrong or weak word was used. (B) The writing sounds informal or ‘young’: (1) avoid vague words: “things,” “stuff,” etc. (2) use specific words; for example: “move” describes little; be specific and vivid: say ‘walk, sprint, creep, limp, leap, drag, trot, stroll,’ etc. (3) Avoid slang.
